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WE SHOULD ALL BE PREPARED …  
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One of the things we enjoy about 
living in Greene County Ohio is the 
opportunity to enjoy the four sea-
sons.  And one of the challenges of 
living in Greene County Ohio, is 
enduring what the four seasons 
bring!  So with the cold weather 
upon us and the knowledge that 
snow, ice and wind won’t elude our 
communities, let’s do what we can 
to prepare for what we might ex-
perience in the coming months.      
 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) has published an 
Emergency Supply List, 
which includes recom-
mended items to have 
on hand.  Some of these 
items include one gallon of water 
per person per day for at least 
three days for drinking & sanita-
tion; at least a three-day supply of 
non-perishable food; battery-
powered or hand crank radio and a 
NOAA weather radio with tone 
alert and extra batteries for both; 
flashlight and extra batteries; first 
aid kit; whistle to signal for help;  
towelettes; and a can opener. 
 

The complete list and additional 
items to consider, such as suffi-
cient blankets and warm clothing, 
medication, and food and water for 
pets, can be found at the FEMA 
website (http://www.ready/gov/
build-a-kit).  And if you don’t have 

sights 
Internet access, you can contact the 
Council and we will be pleased to 
mail you the list.  Other things to 
consider are keeping your cell phone 
charged, identifying who you can 
stay with if needed, and making sure 
you have one or more people in your 
life regularly checking on you.  We 
often hear ‘I am doing just fine’, but 
when asked what they would do in 
an emergency such as losing power 
for multiple days during an ice storm, 

there is no reasonable plan 
to put in place. 
 

We hope to not have a re-
peat of last winter’s ice 
storm, but we need to be 
ready just in case.  Keep-
ing up with the weather 

forecast and making shelter decisions 
before we have no choice, is the 
ideal.  We can’t assume that we 
would even be able to reach the per-
son we would call in a weather emer-
gency.  And we can’t assume that 
they won’t be snowed in, without 
power, or able to travel on icy roads 
to get to us. 
 

So please take the time to come up 
with your emergency plan, as well as 
one for anyone you care for. And if 
you need assistance in putting your 
plan together, reach out to others for 
help, including contacting the Coun-
cil.  It is always better to have a plan 
and not have to use it than be with-
out a plan when one is needed. 
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The holidays are here and many of us are 
thinking about gifts for the children in our lives.  
And while this gift idea won’t show up on many 
wish lists, you might consider opening or con-
tributing to a College Advantage plan - also 
known as a 529 savings plan, set-up through 
the Ohio Tuition Trust Authority.  The specifics 
of this program are too numerous to cover in 
this short article, but in a nutshell, it is an edu-
cation savings plan to help families set aside 
funds for future college costs. It is named after 
Section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code 
which created these savings plans in 1996. 
 

Anyone can start and/or contribute to a 529 
savings plan, and while the primary focus of the 
plan is children, there is no age limit for some-
one to use funds from the program.  When you 
open an account, you are the ‘owner’ of the ac-
count and you designate a ‘beneficiary’ who will 
actually use the funds.  Your beneficiary does 
not have to be a relative.  The minimum to 
open a new account is $25.  Once the account 
is open, you can continue to contribute funds at 
any time and other friends or family members 
can contribute to the account rather than open-
ing multiple accounts for a child. 
 

Funds from a 529 account can be used at any 
eligible educational institution in the country to 
pay for qualified higher education expenses.  
Eligible institutions are accredited post-
secondary educational institutions offering 
credit toward an associate, bachelor’s, graduate  
or professional degree.  In other words, your 
account’s beneficiary does NOT have to attend 
an Ohio university to use this college savings 
account.  If you bleed blue and maize, you can 
still open an Ohio plan and send the kids across 
the border to attend school. 
 

Investments in the account grow tax-free, and 
Ohio even gives the contributor a tax write-off 
on his/her state tax return.  Withdrawals used 

for qualified higher education expenses 

IT’S YOUR MONEY ~ cont’d 
 
 
are exempt from federal and state of Ohio in-
come tax, provided the recipient is not claim­
ing any other education tax incentive. 
 

If you are worried that your gift recipient might 
not go to college, don’t!  You can transfer the 
funds from one person that doesn’t need the 
money to someone else who does.  You can 
also withdraw money from your account at any 
time for any reason.  However, if the money is 
not used to pay for qualified higher education 
expenses, the earnings portion will be taxed as 
ordinary income at the recipient’s tax rate. 
 

Ohio’s College Advantage 529 plan is one of the 
top 5 college savings plans in the country.  
Open an account now and you can contribute 
to it for every special occasion from this point 
forward.  Your grand kids or other young per-
son will still love you even if you don’t give 
them that special electronic game or stuffed 
toy.  For more information on Ohio’s 529 plan, 
visit www.collegeadvantage.com or call 1-800-
AFFORD-IT (233-6734). 

 
GCCOA  2012 Calendars are available at 
the senior centers or Council office.  Each month 
includes pictures & memories from Greene County 
seniors.  It is quite special and we thank our local 
‘celebrities’ for participating. 

The flyer for the Council’s annual Holiday Gift Soiree 
& Open House has been included and can also be 
found on our website.  We hope you will stop in for 
some tasty homemade treats and, for those who 
enjoy shopping for unique and reasonably priced 
gifts—we will have some treasures for you to con-
sider purchasing.  This is a very special event for 
the Council team and we look forward to welcoming 
all of our guests into our Council home. 

 

Wednesday, December 7th & 
Thursday, December 8th 

11am to 6pm        140-A Rogers Street, Xenia 

Partners in Care  

IT’S YOUR MONEY: 
A GIFT IDEA FOR KIDS 

GCCOA HOLIDAY 
GIFT SOIREE &  OPEN HOUSE! 

http://www.collegeadvantage.com


Working together to make a difference! 

Planning is underway for the 2012 It’s My 
Money! My Stuff! My Life! program. This five-
week course provides an opportunity to start or 
continue planning for your future.  No matter 
your age or level of financial resources, this 
course is just what you need to jump-start or 
refine your estate plan—especially in the cur-
rent economic climate! 
 

This is an exceptional program that brings to-
gether local professionals with expertise in le-
gal, financial, and long term care issues.  It will 
take place at the OSU Extension building in Xe-
nia and run for five (5) Mondays from 6:30pm 
to 9pm, starting February 27th. If you are inter-
ested in receiving the brochure, electronically or 
via postal mail, please contact the Council at 
376-5486 or tim.brickey@gccoa.org. 

The Council will once again sponsor the Senior 
Artisan Show at the Fairborn Art Association.  
The show will run the first three Sundays and 
fourth Wednesday in March.   
 

The types of art we are able to show, given the 
space, are framed pieces (watercolor, oil, 
acrylic, photography, and so on) ready to hang 
and a limited number of three-dimensional 
pieces (eg. wood carving, jewelry, pottery).   
 

Those artists known to the Council will receive 
information about submitting one or two pieces 
in early January and we invite any other 60 and 
better Greene County artists—whether you 
have been creating for 40+ years or 6 months,  
have had formal training or are self-taught, to 
contact the Council to request the information.   
 

We anticipate another wonderful show and 
would be thrilled to have your participation! 
Please contact the Council for more information
(376-5486 or carol@gccoa.org). 

 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT 

Please join us in acknowledging those honored 
through donations, our donors and those shar-
ing time & energy since the last newsletter.    

In Memory Of 
 Virginia Cornick Grover Dailey 
 Lois Deer  Mary Eastep 
 Earl Ellis  Don Kitzerow 
 Betty Piatt  Kyle Pratt  

 

Financial Donors 
Carolyn Bossman  Alice Briggs 
Cheryl Dunaway  Linda Gorman 
Debbie & Gary Harlow Linda Lange 
Toni Laricchiuta  Amy Margolin 
Juanita & Bob McGlothen Peggy Marlow 
Ronald Schock Family Marion Schock 
Traci Marlow Vikmanis Polly Werth 

 

‘Energizers’ ~ Those Giving of Time & Talent 
Peggy Blankenhorn  Helen Bowen 
Carolee Buccalo  Enid Cradit 
Calvin & Carolyn Collier Amy Crawford 
Jeri Dawes   Leah Donahue 
Jim Falter   Krissi Fedkow 
Evelyn Ferguson  Betty Gibson 
Angie Glenn   Fran Green 
Jeanette Grilliot  Fran Hageman  
Mason Hardy   Esther Hofferbert 
Nina Killingsworth  Pegeen Laughlin 
DeDe Layer   Lois Lemley 
Betty Little   Jackie Markunes 
Phyllis Mangas   Lola Marsden 
Frannie McPherson  Caroline Mullin 
Bill Holland & Nancy Mullins Frannie McPherson 
Lauren Myers   Opal Newport 
Anna Pence   Alyssa Puterbaugh  
Jane Ritchie   Chris & Jerry Roulston  
Gail Stewart   Carolyn Stouder 
Pam & Joe Sowder  Mary Ann Stone 
Bob Thompson  Robyn Weddington 
Barb Werth   Polly Werth 
 
And special thanks to the veterans, family 
members, & community members who joined 
us for the Nov 9th reception.  It was a humbling 
experience to be in the presence of this group of 
veterans—to which we again say, THANK YOU!     

IT’S MY MONEY!  
MY STUFF! MY LIFE!  

 

2012 SENIOR ARTISAN 
SHOW SET 



140-A Rogers Street 
Xenia, Ohio 45385 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & MEETINGS: 
 

aDecember 7, 2011 
Last Day for Medicare D Open Enrollment 

ONLY A FEW DAYS LEFT! 
Please Contact the Council or your senior center for assistance 

 

aWednesday & Thursday, December 7th & 8th  ~ 11am—6pm  
Holiday Soiree & Open House 

Council on Aging Office ~ 140-A Rogers Street, Xenia 
 

aTuesday, December 20th ~ 2:30pm 
GCCOA Membership Holiday Meeting 

Greene County Media Room ~ 541 Ledbetter Road, Xenia 
 

aMondays, Feb 27th, March 5, 12, 19, & 26, 2011 ~ 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm  
It’s My Money, My Stuff, My Life 

OSU Extension ~ 100 Fairgrounds Road, Xenia 
 

For the February/March 2012 Newsletter: 
 

2012 Senior Artisan Show ~ First Three Sundays in March 
 

GCCOA Celebrity Basketball Game ~ Saturday, April 21st, Fairborn High School 
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